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WHAT'S 


Le /ook to Webster: 


*va*tion, n. 1. the act of intro- 
ding something new or novel-—a hang 
flected by innovating. 


ACTION is calling for innovations not 
only to chang t o ase 
Es supply E Win available to Ameri- 

ans. Good housing in good neighbor- 
s, blight and hel- 
h is 


ter-skelter fringe gr C- 
"s four major aims for all erican 
cities. To bring about this desired condi- 
tion, it urges not simply mor: B: 
ave, but something new new 


don 
1 e Pisi P. inis 
"new" is necessary if we are to be a 
e 
as we take a look at what we are and 
we have. 
than 40 per cent of our people 
My in n haiie built before 1900, s in 
good shape, some in shape d a 
great measure cue it raped in a de- 
pressing envin 
ipm at added each year to 
our urban environs is really only a small 
portion of the total housing picture. It 


based 
CTION py presenta! 
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us from our past, much oi , but 
11.5 million dwellings a E 
ard and another estimated 9 million taint- 
ed by adverse environments. 

Unlike our cars or refrigerators, hous- 
ing is not easily discarded and replaced. 
Its tie to e p. nd and its constant short- 


age, for of its users, explain hous- 
ing's aaco cs ncy to perpetuate 
itself, even in st adverse situations 


of surrounding desy. 
ur nation’s problems, then, is 
to eliminate „the worn out and obsolete. 


on the outer fringes of our cities the an- 


represent cent 


of the total housing supply. The other 
97 per cent is housing that comes with 
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New housing: 3%; Existing: 97% 


je and decli 


NEW? — HOUSINGS BIG QUESTION 


—those living alone and newly weds i 
the 20 to 30 UE age nd ue wli E 


bandon 
heir 

quarters. They will grow 40 per cent 
from 37.5 million in 1955 to 52.3 million 


(The average family incidentally, oc- 
Sbe six iu nts, one rented je ouse 
gu hree OH CIRCE during its 
life e) 

plus years of adult history, a 
p of the husband- 
new 


most part, tailor- 
made for this group. 


line? 
of our past practice of s houses 


ood housing for all our na- 
pr: n 
rive at some answers, we should 
book. aii our familie: 
The sta end ane see housing-needs 
RISE se kept in mind, is the 
well- known | average family of three-and- 
s 


ie greatest i i i 
the young adults—the traditional renters 


pply 
the housing to meet the coming demands 


» 
More monotonous regular rows? 


Citizens in Action / 1 


of the qa map Moye more of the 
same three- E 


om "D ses 
ving an 


ow. There has been experimentation in 
various ways to help create a pleasant 


ment, giving pedestrian access from every 
that 


connects to schools, is and recreation 
without any encroachment of autos. TI 

is an innovation to be further explored 
in B dS old and new residential develop- 


The “Good” Neighborhood 


The eumd of good neighborhood de- 
sign calls for major streets for through- 


and ample park easily accessible at 


Teamed up for innovation 


of housing types and built-in Ris 
against any further decline in de: 


Most of our areas are not new Es 
lions of families now live and will live 


FEES 


center, eeded 
facilities—possibly including Kee r den- 
sity ri rental housing and other varied hous- 
—at the major intersections of 
EE and aian beue ng dis- 


tance of every home. This is the basic 
pattern, an souse seldom achieved, 
Most planners feel that about a square 


mile e bad is dcm to lay out such a 
developm 

Unfortu SA the frequent transfor- 
mation, almost Pisae qe of rural lands 
ri 


bl 
Em ch are a "must" for a good 
Urb; al is an innovation which 
is i applying n XE built-up center 
city these innovations of planned mixture 


Superblock with park-like commons 


Citizens in A 


lity is not pc d s but in its 
nvironment which pro no amenities 
for living. Here are SEES for in- 


or living 
novation—to stop the decline due to en- 
vironment, to der struci 


g 


or 
adaptable to a greater variety of family 
types. 

We know that to rid ourselves of poor 
housing. we nd increase the total supply 
of good, and t ust make use of 
he important os iE "rehabilitation and 
consen. -rehabilitating those houses 


that we have. m we must also—in pro- 
viding new hou mploy innovation 
to stimulate demani a " extend the mar- 


ket. We mu: sina design, site devel- 
terials, create a housing 


iine ey ari 


at providing the mer with good 
housing in good neighborhoods. And the 
innovator cannot w 


Ideas into Action 


"omplementing him must be the pro- 
e encompassing all the E 


to provide housing de accessories; 


dern con 
ju of Xd housing in good 
ES : 


ncubating 
it is pn a matter of time before uh bet- 
er ideas take hold. 

Who will be the group in your t 
bring innovator, producer, SA a 
public officials together? 


D.C. Savings and Loan League Forms 
Credit Pool To Aid Home Rehabilitation 


m ilion 
"nis : 


Washington, C.—A $1. 
credit pool for rel m ion 
has been created here and 
a helpful ia in combating blight. 

lousing code enforcement (a new 
code was dooptd in 955) has been 
weakened by the gei of sum ow 
ers of sub-standar obtain 
financing from e tne, "ending institu- 
tions i gne: repairs. 

Now the District of Columbia Savings 
with S charter 

s ed the 


5 


1. Dyer, ex 
dent of the Perpetual 1 Bu iding 


ministrative CEA od S pens im- 


EI ard rehabilitation fund, sun 

's knowledge, this 
te cooperative ERA 
t 


an be m 


E vill be proces: 


by. e appraisers the 
AE e at i 


E 
Ea 
E 
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z 


is 
Administration. Assuming the FHA okays 
the application, the loan will be made.” 


'or more information, pd to fuo 
trict of Columbia Savings 
e ac Washing gton Bui 

ork Avenue, N.W., Wanie 


a 
ington, D.C. 


